Macomb Academy of Arts and Sciences

Independent Student Research Program

Final Presentation and Defense 
· Purpose of your presentation is to tell the story of your research project

· Elements of a story

· Plot

· Characters

· Setting

· Mood

· Theme

· Voice

· A research project is a mystery story

· Starts with research question or hypothesis

· Continues with looking for clues using a research methodology

· Based on clues a solution, or finding, is revealed

· Ends with implications and/or directions for future research

· Outline your presentation
· Introduction

· Tell us what the project is

· Give an overview of the presentation

· Introduce members of your research team

· Research question and hypothesis

· Why did you select?

· Why is it important?

· Describe the research

· Help it come alive through pictures

· How did it feel to engage in the project?

· Present the findings – display the data

· Summary tables, charts and graphs

· Photographs of key results if appropriate

· Draw conclusions

· Summarize the findings

· Identify any future research

· Closing

· Implications

· Quotations or other closing strategy

· Using Power Point

· Backgrounds

· Darker is better than lighter

· Avoid animated backgrounds

· Make them interesting, but not distracting

· Templates are ok for consistency

· Roll your own – but be careful

· Fonts

· Use sans serif fonts

· Make them large enough to be seen

· Limit text on a slide (“6 x 6” rule)

· Colors

· Use sparingly

· Use complimentary colors for contrast

· Use analogous colors for harmony

· Remember that colors create an image, so select them carefully

· Animation

· Use simple wipes (down, from left)

· Use “appear”

· Save flying for kites

· Avoid tumbling or other distracting animations

· Don’t use “typewriter” keys, especially with sound or added color

· Charts and Graphs

· Purpose is to present summary of data, not raw data

· Prepare data for graphing

· Select data that needs to be displayed

· Sort data if necessary to make meaningful graphs

· Make decisions about logical display of data

· Time and distance data are best displayed on x-axis

· Consider using tables where appropriate

· Add simple animations for clarity

· Use pictures and diagrams to:

· Dramatize

· Clarify

· Explain

· Illustrate

· Create interest

· Delivering the report

· Presentation starts when you are introduced and start walking to the presentation area

· Everyone on the research team needs to participate

· Don’t point the remote at the computer, it’s a radio signal

· Use notes, don’t read from the slides

· Speak extemporaneously

· Rehearse several times
Final Presentation and Defense – Teacher Notes

REMIND STUDENTS:

· In their PowerPoint presentation, they will be presenting the story of their research adventure.  Tell a story from beginning to end.

· They have 10-15 minutes.  Know their time.

· These are things to consider when giving a PowerPoint presentation

· Contrasting backgrounds.  White lettering on a blue background works well, but is not mandatory.  

· A small amount of special effects and gimmicks, preferably none.

· Font size able to be seen at the back of the Gallery – size 36 or higher.

· Information is bulleted, and pictures included when a verbal description will be confusing to the listener.

· Slides are meant to supplement and enhance what they are saying.  Do not put all of their information on a slide and then read it to us.

· Know the material so that they can look at us and present.  They can use note cards but do not read from them.

· Proofread their slides for errors.

· Rehearse their presentation.

· Each person in the group should dress appropriately (no jeans, t-shirts, or sweatshirts) for a professional presentation, even if they need to bring clothes to school to put on for the ten minutes or so that they will be in with the teachers.  

· Each group member should stand off to the side while the main speaker presents.  Everyone in the group should be prepared to answer any question about the project.   

Final Presentation and Defense – Rubric

The grade for the final presentation and defense is determined very subjectively.  Six teachers make comments and grade suggestions on the following comment sheet.  At a later date the six teachers meet and agree upon a final grade.

Professional Appearance_____

Speaker Voice Level_____

Time Limit_____



All Members Speak_____

Power Point




Eye Contact/Presentation Delivery_____


Legibility_____







Project Knowledge_____


Appearance____


(All members knowledgeable)


Complements Presentation____
Overall Flow of Presentation____

Suggested Final Presentation and Defense Grade:  __________ out of 100

